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“A visitor at the lake” sent in by Mike 
Ferrell on Quarry Road. This little guy was 
one of three that emerged after it warmed up.
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We are Wayne and Becky 
Kersey! With 18 years’ 

experience as Realtors, we can 
ensure we know the industry 

and that SUCCESS 
MATTERS. 

 
What sets us apart from the rest? 

We have been Shawnee Lake 
residents since 1980. We are 

undeniably the experts when it 
comes to listing or buying at the 

lake. 
 

We are realtors with the #1 company in the Miami Valley, 
Coldwell Banker Heritage Realtors, allowing us to better 
achieve your buying or selling needs in the Greene County 
area. We are confident that our way of catering to you is the 
way a #1 company should.
 
All indicators show that 2015 will be a busy year. Current 
inventory is low and there are still buyers out there. We are a 
package deal – 2 Realtors for the price of 1! 
 

Call us today with all of your Realty needs! 
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That was the cut-to-the-chase verdict that 
general manager Deb Sturm delivered to 
her boss, Tracy Higginbotham, owner of 

the Buckeye Lake Winery, after returning 
Wednesday night from a hastily called 
meeting with a handful of area civic leaders. 
They had gathered to discuss the sobering 
Army Corps of Engineers’ report on the 
177-year-old Buckeye Lake dam that was 
released on Wednesday.

Buckeye Lake Dam 
in Danger of Failure
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers says replace dam or drain lake.
By Eric Lyttle, Columbus Dispatch

SHPOA Editor’s Note: Over the last couple of years this community has spent a lot of money on our 
earthen dam and our concrete spillway. Both were carefully inspected by trained and certified experts 

using scientific methods and equipment. Both were evaluated for condition, and expert recommendations 
made for repairs as needed. Our earthen dam was found to be in pretty good condition, except for ruts 
caused by snow sledding and the spinning wheels of mowing equipment. But, as you know by now, our 

concrete spillway had to be completely replaced. Some folks questioned the need to spend all that money, 
and wondered if it was really necessary, and if the Ohio Dept. of Natural Resources (ODNR) would really 
follow through on promises to drain our lake if they found the dam or spillway to be unsafe. If you have 
been following the news over the last few days, you may have seen a clear answer to these questions. 

On the other side of Columbus, about halfway from the capitol to Zanesville, Ohio, lies Buckeye Lake and 
Buckeye State Park. That lake is over 170 years old, and it is more than 12 times larger than Shawnee 
Lake. It is surrounded by homes, many of the waterfront properties. But recently the US Army Corps of 
Engineers found their 4-mile long earthen dam to be unsafe, and at this time have recommended to the 

ODNR to NOT allow the community to refill Buckeye Lake to summer pool levels. Of course, this will 
be devastating to businesses in the area, and will certainly have a negative effect on property values, and 
lifestyles of people who live around this huge old lake. But safety for human life and property takes priority. 

The moral to the story is, YES, it was absolutely necessary to have our earthen dam and our concrete 
spillway inspected, and to replace our spillway. 

Read the following newspaper article to see for yourself what happens 
when a dam is considered to be unsafe.

“ It’s the end of life 
as we know it at 
Buckeye Lake.”

 Image from thefoodhussy.com
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Because of the dam’s poor condition, 
compromised by more than 370 homes built 
directly into the 4.1-mile earthen structure, the 
“likelihood of dam failure is high,” said the 
report, and it “poses a significant risk to the 
public.”
Among the options to prevent “catastrophic 
failure,” as recommended by the Corps to the 
Ohio Department of Natural Resources, which 
owns the dam and lake and paid for the study: 
Build a new dam or turn the lake into a 3,000-
acre mud puddle by emptying it.

“The safest solution for eliminating the risk of 
flooding due to dam failure is to drain the lake 
permanently,” the report says.

Until remediation work can begin, the Corps 
recommends leaving the lake’s spillway 
open and keeping the lake at its current 
winter depth (about 3 feet deep) to increase 
its capacity for storm water and reduce the 
amount of water seeping through the dam.

The impact of that decision, however, would 
be massive, because it would end most 
boating on the lake.

It’s the boating during the summer recreation 
season that the marinas, bars, restaurants 
and numerous shops and rental businesses 

in Buckeye Lake, as well as surrounding 
Thornville and Millersport, count on for 
financial survival.

“We’ve put our entire life into this,” said 
Higginbotham, who opened the winery 
in 2013. “At winter pool, the lake’s not 
navigable. And without the boats, who’s going 
to come to Buckeye Lake? I think there’s very 
few businesses that can survive.”
Higginbotham said that 80 percent of his 
business is done between Memorial Day and 
Labor Day. He employs 18 people in the 
winter, but employed 54 at summer’s peak last 
year.

“I had $600,000 in payroll between May and 
September,” he said. “I won’t have 25 percent 
of that if they don’t fill the lake.”
The seepage through the dam increases 
when the lake is at full depth, which starts 
happening each year on March 1, when 
the state closes the spillway and allows the 
reservoir to rise to about 6 feet in depth, 
collecting winter’s melt and spring’s showers.

The Department of Natural Resources chose 
not to do that this year, awaiting the report, 
and says it will keep the reservoir at the 
shallower winter depth at least for now.

Buckeye Lake

Shawnee Lake

The map above shows a size comparison between Buckeye Lake and Shawnee Lake. A rough comparison of the 
two lakes is around 3000 acres for Buckeye Lake and 250 acres for Shawnee Lake.

4 Smoke Signals Monthly Newsletter  •  April 2015

“We’re not going to make any changes 
until we evaluate the report,” ODNR 
spokeswoman Bethany McCorkle said at any 
minute according to the report.” 

Keeping Buckeye Lake at winter’s depth 
could affect more than the boating business. 
Some have pointed out that it would increase 
algae, threatening fish and the ecologically 
sensitive Cranberry Bog.

“If they leave it at 3 feet all summer, you’ll 
need Dumpsters to haul all of the dead fish 
out of there,” said Tim Figgins, owner of Boat 
Boys, which sells, rents and repairs boats at 
Buckeye Lake. “They’ll bake. And how long 
after that will it be before this lake can come 
back ecologically?”
Figgins said that between his marina and the 
Buckeye Lake Yacht Club, they stand to lose 
about $2 million in annual revenue if the lake 
doesn’t rise.

Tim Ryan, president of the Buckeye Lake 
Region Chamber of Commerce, said “the 
economic impact for the three counties 
(the lake is in Fairfield, Licking and Perry 
counties) is huge. It could be devastating.”

The risk of dam failure, however, is 
significantly higher when the lake is at 
summer’s depth. Should the dam fail, 
approximately 3,000 people live within the 
projected flood zone.

“The resulting flooding would most 
probably occur without sufficient warning or 
evacuation time,” the report said. It goes on 
to say that those homes and businesses, and 
people, within the flood zone would “face the 
potential of being hit by up to an 8-foot wave 
of water, mud and debris.”
“The economic impact to the area doesn’t 
outweigh the possible loss of life,” said 
McCorkle. “Public safety is the top priority. 

Workers rebuilding the spillway at Shawnee Lake December, 2013 as part of the ODNR recommended repairs 
needed to meet safety requirements.
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It’s a very serious situation. The dam could go 
at any minute according to the report.”
When asked whether the current earthen dam 
is salvageable, Mike Spoor, engineer with 
the Huntington District of the Corps, which 
assessed Buckeye Lake, flatly said, “No.”
In fact, Spoor said there were concerns that 
the dam might fail in the intervening months 
between when the Corps was first contacted 
last summer and the report’s release today.

The Corps conducted on-site examinations 
and structural testing of the Buckeye Lake 
dam and reviewed all previous studies dating 
back to the 1960s.

The homes, which the state allowed to be built 
into the back side of the dam beginning in the 
early 20th century, as well as docks sunk into 
the lake side of the dam, have “displaced or 
disrupted large portions of the embankment.”

Of those structures, the Corps reported that 
15 percent show misalignment of walls and 
retaining features, indicating that the earthen 
dam is sliding, leading the Corps to conclude 
that the embankment “does not meet current 
dam-safety requirements.”
Spoor said the conditions of the Buckeye 
Lake dam are as poor as any dam in 
Huntington District Corps’ inventory and 
“unprecedented” for the number of problems 
created by man-made structures built into the 
embankment.

State Sen. Jay Hottinger, a Republican from 
Newark, said that fixing the dam will become 
an immediate priority for the state. He guessed 
that a final solution could be four to five years, 
and hundreds of millions of dollars, away.

“It’s not like the state has a couple of 
hundred million dollars burning a hole in our 
pockets,” Hottinger said.

“But we are talking about the Army Corps of 
Engineers, the premier dam specialists in the 
world,” Hottinger pointed out. “They don’t 
have any skin in this game. Ignoring this 

report is not a consideration.”
State Rep. Tim Schaffer, a Republican from 
Lancaster who has represented the Buckeye 
Lake region for the past 15 years, said in a 
written statement that, “We can’t take chances 
with people’s lives.”
He, however, added that “draining the lake 
should not be an option. The Corps report 
listed dozens of recommendations that do not 
require draining the lake.”
“The lake needs to be functional during 
repairs to preserve the local economy,” 
Schaffer said.

The report does list some other options, 
but most are temporary fixes, such as using 
sandbags to prevent flooding.

Higginbotham and his neighbors hope they 
can last until the state’s solution is finally in 
place.

“I can’t afford to wait and see,” he said.

Higginbotham said he knew the state had 
concerns about the condition of the dam, 
which was build to create a feeder lake for the 
Erie Canal. But he opened his business on the 
south side of the lake, on the opposite shore of 
the dam.

“I used to sympathize with the homeowners 
on the north shore,” he said. “The state’s 
decisions were germane to those homeowners. 
But not until today did I figure ODNR’s plan 
would impact me to this extent. I don’t think 
any of the residents anticipated this move.”
State officials have said they will take several 
weeks to analyze the Corps’ report and 
recommendations, then will host open houses 
to seek public input before making final 
decisions.

Article taken from the March 12 issue of the 
Columbus Dispatch. Contact elyttle@dispatch.com
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Recent News and 
Annual Meeting Info

                                            Regular readers of SMOKE SIGNALS may have noticed 
that minutes from past SHPOA Board of Trustee meetings were absent from November 
of 2014 through early this year. This was due to a serious crash of the computer of our 
board secretary. The computer was sent out to try and recover the files, including all of our 
SHPOA minutes. If those minutes are successfully recovered, they will be posted on our 
website immediately. Since then our elected secretary has created some procedures and 
policies which will ensure the safety and preservation of all future meeting minutes. And 
minutes are now back in SMOKE SIGNALS as well. Our apologies for any inconvenience. 

The question of individuals installing holiday trees or other material as “fish structure” 
has been raised and discussed at our latest meeting. Trustee Tim Ryan has agreed to 
write some guidelines on what may be done, and how. Then the board will review Tim’s 
recommendations and consider creating written policies on this issue. 

The Boating Instruction Class will be offered at the Max Powers Community Building 
on May 23rd. Ohio state law requires: “Boaters born on or after January 1, 1982, must 
complete either a boating course or a proficiency exam in order to operate a boat powered 
by more than 10 horsepower. This does include operating a boat on Shawnee Lake. 
Contact trustee Matt Simpson for details 937-675-9054.

ANNUAL MEETING APRIL 12th!
Mark your calendar now and plan to attend the Shawnee Hills Property Owners’ 

Association Annual Meeting on Sunday, April 12th, at 2 pm. This is your best 
opportunity of the year to meet your neighbors and your elected trustees, and to find 
the “state of the community” information that we all need. Come prepared to ask any 
questions that you may have, and to enjoy the fellowship of your neighbors. Boat stickers 
will be available for the first time this year one hour before the meeting, and one hour 
after the meeting. Stickers will not be offered while the meeting is in progress. After the 
meeting, all boats on Shawnee Lake will be required to display the new 2015 
stickers.

If you were born after 1981 and you operate a boat greater than 10 
horsepower, Ohio law requires you to have safe boater education 

class.  The Ohio Division of Watercraft will offer a safe boater 
education class on Saturday May 23rd from 8 am to 5 pm at the 

Community Building. Cost is $5 per person.  To register, call the Ohio 
Division of Watercraft in Springfield, at 937-323-1582. 
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Walkers and Joggers
Hopefully when you read this 

article all the cold weather will be 
behind us.  Spring is here!!!  We can 
take our exercise programs outside 
and what better form of exercise of 
walking and jogging can there be?  

For those of you who are joggers 
or would like to be here are some 
valuable tips to follow, which is true 
for walkers also.  It’s always safe to 
start out slow.  Easing into it helps 
our muscles get used to the impact 
of running and helps your mind get 
used to the effort.  

You should always consult your 
Dr. first before starting any new 
exercise program, especially if you 
have had a sedentary winter.  For 
running you should follow a run/walk 
program three times a week and not 
on consecutive days.  Begin and 
end each session with a five-minute 
warm up walk.  Repeat a week if you 
don’t feel ready to move up.  When 
you’re able to run consistently for 
at least 30 minutes, you can start 
adding more distance. 

After you’ve been running for 
at least six weeks add intervals 
which are short bursts of speed 
that engage the muscle fibers that 
make you go fast.  Warm up for six 
minutes with an easy jog, then run 
faster for 15 to 20 seconds.  Slow 
down to an easy walk for three 
minutes then repeat the cycle three 
to five times.

Here are a few precautions you 
should take to prevent injuries.  

• A good running shoe to meet the 
needs of your foot type and running 
style.  

• Increase your runs gradually,  
Increase your running time by no 
more than 10 percent a week.  

• Weak muscles are a prime target 
for injuries, strengthen them with a 
biweekly 20-minute strength-training 
session that targets major muscle 
groups.  

• Running makes muscles short and 
tight, which can compromise your 
form and cause injury.  Always 
stretch after a warm up, then repeat 
after your run.  Stretching when you 
muscles are cold can lead to injury 
also.  

• All of these tips apply to walking 
also. Start of at a slow pace then 
gradually work up to a brisk walk 
using the combination of intervals of 
a slow walk for about three minutes 
then a brisk walk for 30 seconds to 
a minute as you can tolerate. 
(Article taken in part from Women’s Health 2009).

Warm weather is here and take your 
exercise program to the out doors. 
Find an activity you enjoy doing.  It can 
be as simple as that walk which will 
benefit you physically and your mental 
well-being.  

Classes are still being held at the 
Baptist Church on Jasper Rd.  Days 
and Times are posted in your Smoke 
Signals calendar of events.  For 
information about our classes you can 
contact Susan at 675-2189 or Tina at 
675-2093. 

Hope to see you at our classes or at 
least active in some way in 
our beautiful community!!
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Please Join Us For Our April Meetings!
WHEN?.......... Thurs.,  April 9 at noon
WHERE?........ Home of Sue Harner, 4050 N. Lakeshore Drive
WHAT? .........  A light lunch will be served at noon by hostesses, Sue Harner 

and Margaret Johnston.  Following a brief meeting, the program 
topic for the month is “How to Create a Butterfly Garden” 
presented by a master gardener. For more details or questions, 
contact Margaret Johnston at  675-2682  or Sara McIntyre at 
614-580-3076.  New members and guests are always welcome!

– Meeting #2 –

WHEN?....... Thurs., April 30 from 9 a.m. to noon – meet at the Community Bldg.
WHAT? ........   Annual Spring Work Day -  Many volunteers are needed to 

help clear away winter debris and prepare the flower beds and 
landscaped areas for May plantings.  The more volunteers, the 
faster the jobs will be accomplished.

 WHO?.......... RSVP by April 4th to Judy Hobbs: hobbslake@woh.rr.com

SAVE THE DATE: GIGANTIC PLANT SALE & PANCAKE BREAKFAST:
Please save the date of Saturday, May 9th on your calendars for this annual special 

event held on the Saturday of Mother’s Day weekend at the Community Building from 
8 a.m. to 11 a.m.  Treat mothers to breakfast and then shop for Mother’s Day gifts and 
a wide variety of healthy plants: perennials, annuals, herbs, tomato & other vegetable 
plants, & beautiful hanging baskets.  

APRIL GARDENING TIPS FOR ALL RESIDENTS:
Now is the time to begin planning for Spring Plantings.  Even though it is not warm 

enough yet to plant perennials, there are several preparations that you can make.   
Check planting supplies and equipment.  Stock up on planting medium and pots.  Rake 
and dispose of winter’s accumulation of leaves and plant debris.  Turn your compost 
pile.  Top-dress beds with compost, manure, or fertilizer.  Begin weed control as soil and 
air temperatures warm and seed germinates.  Design garden and flower plots for spring 
planting.

Note: If you have gardening questions, contact  
Master Gardener Sarah Preston: 675-3729.

Happy Easter and Happy Spring!
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Shawnee Hills 2015 Easter Events
Saturday, April 4, 2015 at The Max Powers Community Building
Easter Egg Hunt with the Easter Bunny at 1 PM
• Peter Cottontail will be greeting children! 
• Free to all Shawnee Hills residents and their guests! Rain or Shine!

Easter Bunny Hop Race at 1:30
• Hippoty! Hoppity! Easter is on its way! Sack race for all children! 
• Race Age groups 0-3 years, 4-6 years, 7-9 years, 10 years and up. Giant Chocolate 

Bunny prizes for race winners!

Ham BINGO! at 2 PM
• Free to play for all Shawnee Hills residents and 

their guests! 
• Come out and win your Easter Ham! 
• Whole homemade pies and cakes being raffled for 

your Easter Dinner desserts! 
• The Easter Bunny will be present during this 

event!
Admission: Canned good donations going to local 
food bank in Jamestown.
Hot dogs, chips, popcorn, baked goods, and drinks 
will be available for purchase.

All profits going to the Shawnee Hills Community 
Committee. 
Contact Community Committee Chairperson 
Nick Bottorff at 937-266-5640 or Shawnee Hills 
Community Committee on Facebook for event 
information.

Jim Redway Memorial Bass 
Tournament and  
Memorial Dedication 
Saturday, April 18, 2015
Bass Tournament 6:00 AM to 10:00 AM

• All SHPOA Members and their guests are invited to participate in the tournament
• Contact Matt Jones at 937-689-5818 for tournament details.

Memorial Dedication 2:00 pm at Shawnee Hills Beach followed by a gathering of 
friends and family at The Max Powers Community Building. Refreshments will be 
provided. All residents of Shawnee Hills and the surrounding areas are welcome to 
attend the dedication and gathering to celebrate the life of Jim Redway. Contact Nick 
Bottorff at 937-266-5640 or Shawnee Hills Community Committee on Facebook for 
event information.
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Crappie Catch and Fry Tournament 
Saturday, May 2, 2015 (Rain Date Saturday, May 9, 2015)

Crappie Tournament 8:00 am 
to 12:00 pm - Crappie Fish Fry 
1:00 pm

Tournament
Entrance Fee $5 for 15 years 
of age and over and $2 for 
children under 14 years of age 
and under with all funds raised 
going towards the S.H.P.O.A. 
restocking and fish habitat fund. 
Registration begins at 7:30 am 
under the pavilion on Beach 
Trail. Fishing begins at 8:00 am. 
The tournament will end at 12:00 
pm. The angler who catches the 
most crappie will be awarded a 
prize.

Crappie Fish Fry
Food preparation will begin soon 
after noon. Bring a fillet knife to 
help clean your catch. Those 
residents of Shawnee Hills not 
fishing are welcome to join us 

for lunch. Bring a covered dish and/or your cooler of choice beverages. There will be 
plenty of fish to go around. Menu: Deep fried crappie fillets, deep fried potatoes, and 
beans. Contact Community Committee Chairperson Nick Bottorff at 937-266-5640 or 
Shawnee Hills Community Committee on Facebook for event information.

Shawnee Lake Fishing Limits:
Members of Shawnee Hills Property Owners 
Association, Inc. and their guests may fish in 
Lake Shawnee. Guests must be in the company 
of a Shawnee Hills Property Owners association, 
Inc. member. All catch limits must be obeyed and 
are per person, per day. The following rules will 
apply for size and limit per fish, per day:
2 – Sunshine (striped) Bass (16” min.)
3 – Trout (12” min.)
3 – Large Mouth or Small Mouth Bass (12” min.)
2 – Walleye (16” min.)

(No limit on other species.)
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A.  Call to Order (Ragland) 
Board President Karen Ragland called the 
meeting to order at 7:00 pm. 

  The following trustees were present:  
N. Bottorff, J. Dichito, C. Erisman, K. 
Ragland, T. Ryan, M. Simpson, J. Wirth, 
along with J. Barker, clerk.

B.  Recognize Property Owners  
in Attendance: 

  George Huff, Sandy Hildebrand, Larry 
Morris, Don Sellars, and Bob Wetzell were in 
attendance.

C. Secretary Report (Bottorff)
a.  Approval of December 2014 Minutes 

Approval of Minutes deferred to March 
Meeting.

D. Treasurer Report (Dichito)
a.  December 2014 Financial Report  

J Dichito made December 2014 Financial 
Report. K Ragland filed for audit.

b.  Accounts in Collection 
J Barker made report of 23 accounts in 
collection. 18 of those accounts have 
not made arrangements and are not in 
good standing. 5 accounts have made 
arrangements to pay their outstanding fees.

c.  Uncollectible Fees 
J Dichito made the report of the loss of 
collectible fees. These liens expired and were 
not refiled, causing the outstanding fees to be 
uncollectible.

d.  Security National Bank Spillway 
Replacement Loan 
J Dichito made a report of the permanent 
loan in place with SNB.

e.  Special Assessment Payments  
J Barker made a report on special 
assessment payments.

f.  2015 Budget 
J Dichito made a report on the proposed 
2015.

E. Clerk Report (Barker)
a.  Property Owner’s Standing 2015 

J Barker made report of payments due in 
March.

b.  Lake Use Members 2015 
J Barker made report of payments due in 
March.

F. Administration (Ragland)
a.  Board Elections 2015 

K Ragland made a report on the reelection 
of J Dichito and election of C Erisman and T 
Ryan.

b.  Board Positions 2015 
J Dichito moved to elect K Ragland President. 
T Ryan seconded. Motion carried. T Ryan 
moved to elect J Wirth Vice President. J 
Dichito seconded. Motion carried. M Simpson 
moved to elect J Dichito Treasurer. T Ryan 
seconded. Motion carried. J Wirth moved to 
elect N Bottorff Secretary. J Dichito seconded. 
Motion carried.

 Board President K Ragland assigned board 
members to the following positions: 
 N Bottorff ........ By-Laws and Deed 

Covenants
 J Dichito .......... Property Maintenance,  

(Assist T Ryan)
 K Ragland ....... Beach 

(Assist N Bottorff
 C Erisman  ...... Community Building,  

(Assist N Bottorff) 
and Information Sign 
(Assist T Ryan)

 M Simpson ...... Lake Patrol 
(Assist T Ryan) 

 M Kelley .......... Building Permits and 
Inspections,  
(Assist M Simpson)

G.  Property Owner’s Time
  A property owner made a complaint of a 

neighbor burning trash. A property owner 
commended the board for extending Jim 
Williamson’s Dock. A property owner 
questioned why no benches have been 
reinstalled at Williamson Dock. The Board 
responded that the dock was built in 
compliance with ODNR.

H. Committees
a.  Community Committee (Bottorff) 

N Bottorff made a report on 2015 Events.
b.  Smoke Signals Committee (Simpson) M 

Simpson made a recommendation to continue 
with J Wirth’s plan to sell ads to fund Smoke 
Signals.

c.  Signage Committee (Simpson) 
deferred to March Meeting.

d.  By-law Committee (Huff and Sellars) 
D Sellars made report on the work of the 
committee.

I. Old Business (Ragland)
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a.  Damage to Community Building 
K Ragland and N Bottorff made a report on 
the Board’s position on the incident.

b.  Information Sign Replacement 
J Dichito made a report on the replacement 
sign.

J. Beach (Ragland)
a.  Beach Personnel  

K Ragland and N Bottorff made a report on 
the 2015 beach personnel.

K. Community Building (Bottorff)
a.  Past Rentals 

N Bottorff made a report on January rentals.
b.  Future Rentals 

N Bottorff made a report on February rentals.
c.  Club Property 

N Bottorff made a report of Club property in 
Community Building. 

L. Building Permits (Kelley)
a.  Issued Permits 

J Dichito made report of the issuance of 4 
building permits.

b.  Returned Permit deposits 
J Barker made report of the return of one 
building permit deposit. The Board discussed 
the reporting of returned deposits.

M. Property Maintenance (Dichito)
a.  Earthen Dam 

J Dichito made report of repair to ruts in dam.
b.  Spillway 

J Dichito made a report on the state of the 
concrete spillway.

c.  Spillway Replacement Project 
J Dichito made a report on aspects of the 
continuing project.

d. Beach
 1. Gatehouse – no report.
e. Community Building
 1.  Roof leak – N Bottorff made a report on 

leak in roof.
 2.  Furnace Drainage – J Dichito made a 

report on a permanent drain.
 3.  Outside Water Faucet – J Dichito made 

report the faucet will be replaced before 
the Summer season.

f.  Community Docks – J Dichito made a 
report on the condition of Yuma Dock, North 
Lakeshore Dock, and Allegheny Dock.

g.  Shoreline – J Dichito made a report on the 

need for rip rap along the beach. 
h. Smith House – no report.
i.  Breeding Ponds – T Ryan made report of 

clean up, drainage, and stocking of bass from 
the larger of the two ponds into the lake and 
future plan for use and further work needed of 
the ponds. 

j. Maintenance Personnel – no report
k.  Key Inventory Log – J Dichito made a report 

on the change of locks at the Community 
Building.

N. Lake Patrol (Simpson)
a.  Buoy Placement – M Simpson made report 

of buoy placement.
b.  Lake Patrol Boat and Motor - M Simpson 

made report on the condition of the current 
motor.

c.  Patrolling – M Simpson made report of the 
patrol schedule.

d.  Lake Patrol Personnel – M Simpson made 
report of returning personnel.

e. Boat Stickers
 1.  Placement – The Board discussed the 

placement and cost of boat stickers.
O. Smoke Signals (Wirth)

a.  Ad Sales – J Wirth made a report on the ad 
sales process. 

P. Website (Wirth) – no report
Q. New Business (Ragland)

a.  Sea Walls – M Simpson made a report on the 
construction and deconstruction of sea walls.

b.  Security Board Position – The Board 
discussed the formation of a Security Board 
Position.

c.  Key Bank Loan – The Board discussed the 
opportunity to refinance the Key Bank Loan 
with Security National Bank.

d.  Junkyard Boat Derby – M Simpson made a 
report on the creation of a new event at The 
Shawnee Hills Lake Festival.

e.  Fish Structure – The Board discussed the 
installation of fish structure. T Ryan will write 
and submit an article for Smoke Signals 
addressing safety concerns.

R.  Adjournment (Ragland)
 Board President Karen Ragland adjourned the 
meeting at 10:15 pm.

Respectfully Submitted,
Nick Bottorff, Secretary
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Help Keep Shawnee Hills’ Roadways Safe!
Follow Ohio Law when walking, jogging, running and bicycling on our community’s roadways.

Pedestrians please walk as near as practicable to an outside edge of the roadway, and, if on 
a two-way roadway, walk only on the left side of the roadway. Any pedestrian upon a roadway 
shall yield the right-of-way to all vehicles upon the roadway.

Cyclists please ride as near to the right side of the roadway as practicable obeying all traffic 
rules applicable to vehicles. Go with the flow of traffic. 

Warm weather brings many outdoors to enjoy exercise on roadways in our neighborhood. 
Please pass along these important safety protocols to youngsters!

Burning Trash at Shawnee Hills Prohibited
The Shawnee Hills Property Owners Association, Inc. Deed Covenants define our community, 
as well as, the rights and obligations of its owners. These Deed Covenants outline a standard of 
community living and serve to protect property values and investments. This letter is to advise all 
residents the following Shawnee Hills Property Owners Association, Inc. Deed Covenants.

 Shawnee Hills Deed Covenants 
“5. No noxious or offensive trade or activity shall be permitted on any lot...” 

The burning of household 
trash is considered a 
noxious and offensive 
activity and is not permitted 
in the Shawnee Hills 
Subdivision. 

What open burning is 
never allowed? 

Under Ohio law, these 
materials may not be burned 
anywhere in the state at any 
time:

•  Garbage—any wastes 
created in the process 
of handling, preparing, 
cooking or consuming 
food; 

•  Materials containing rubber, grease and asphalt or made from petroleum, such as tires, cars and 
auto parts, plastics or plastic coated wire;  

Under Ohio Law, these may not be burned within 1,000 feet of any neighbor’s inhabited structure:
•  Plant matter such as tree trimmings, stumps, brush, weeds, leaves, grass, shrubbery and crop 

residues. 
•  Wastes such as wood or paper products that are generated by one-, two-, or three-family 

residences. 

What open burning is allowed?
Under Ohio Law the following burning is allowed:

•  Barbecues, campfires, and cookouts with a wood stack no larger than 2 ft. high x 3 ft. wide. Use 
clean, seasoned firewood or equivalent. 

In addition to Shawnee Hills Deed Covenants, Ohio law prohibits the burning of trash in our 
community. Please refrain from burning any items other than seasoned fire wood for small backyard 
fires. 
Questions? Contact the Regional Air Pollution Control Agency at (800) 458-2115 or visit rapca.org

16 Smoke Signals Monthly Newsletter  •  April 2015

It’s not too early to be thinking about a summer job for next year. We need 
certified lifeguards for the beach. Without lifeguards our beach cannot open! 

This year the Red cross will be blending the training by offering part 
on-line and part in the water. For classes and further information contact  
www.Redcross.org or 1-800-733-2767

https://udayton.edu/studev/health_wellness/
campusrec/aquatics/certifications/lg-course.php

NEW JASPER UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
proudly announces…. 
New Jasper / Shawnee Hills Community Annual 

EASTER SUNRISE SERVICES at Shawnee Lake  

Easter Sunday, April 5, 2015 – 7 a.m 
….regardless of weather the service will be held outside!! 

 
For over 35 years New Jasper United Methodist Church has had the honor 

of providing this service to our community at Shawnee Lake with our 
beautiful lake as a backdrop.  The service is very INFORMAL….most stand, 
some bring their lawn chairs and, again this year, we have a low power FM 

transmitter to allow you to listen from your car radio on 107.3 FM. 
 

What better way to celebrate Easter and the Risen Christ as you watch the 
sun rise over beautiful Shawnee Lake. 

 
Following the Sunrise Service, New Jasper United Methodist Church will be 
hosting their PANCAKE BREAKFAST as well.  All are welcome.  The church is 
located at 3060 Jasper Road in New Jasper.  Just enter in the side door 

(east side) and go downstairs to our basement social room.  
The breakfast is free, but love offerings are accepted. 

Remember….EVERYONE is WELCOME!!  BRING A FRIEND!! 
For more information please call Carl Odle at 675‐2931. 

 
DIRECTIONS to Sunrise Service at BOAT RAMP/SPILLWAY: 

New Jasper Road to Shawnee Trail (turn at Shawnee Hills Sign)….then right 
at 1st street which is North Lakeshore….then right again on 1st street which is 

Ute Trail to boat ramp area which is on your left. 
From Jamestown enter north side of Shawnee Lake on Shawnee Trail off of 
Quarry Road.  Stay on Shawnee Trail until you reach Ute Trail (close to 

Jasper Road). Turn left onto Ute, cross over North Lakeshore until you reach 
boat ramp area on left. 

 

JOIN US FOR… 
Easter Sunrise Services…..7 a.m. 

Sunday, April 5, 2015 
at Boat Ramp / Spillway, Ute Trail 

 
With Pastor Steven Rinehart 

 
Please note these dates also….. 

GOOD FRIDAY SERVICES, April 3 – 7 p.m. 
EASTER EGG HUNT, Saturday, April 4 – 10 a.m. 

at New Jasper United Methodist Church 
 

All are welcome and we look forward to seeing you! 
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FOR SALE: ProForm 520X 
treadmill - compact foldup design; 
in good condition. Asking $125 call 
675-6436.

FOR SALE: Mantis Tiller complete 
with manuals & instructional DVD, 
edger attachment, barely used, 
asking $150 ($400 new) Call  
675-2945.

FOR SALE:  2008 Honda Rebel 
250, 1614 miles, $2300.00, Great 
Bike to Learn to Ride. Call  
937-657-7412

Premier
Plastic Surgery & Dermatology Associates

Kathie Gilmore, CNP, Dermatology

Office now open in Jamestown

937-438-5333
Same week dermatology 
appointments available

With multiple offices including 
Jamestown, Centerville and Tipp City.

PSDA22015

  www.dermatologist-plasticsurgeon.com 

Clean out your garage or attic by posting 
items in Trader's Corner.

If you are a business check our  
“Newsletter” link online for ad rates.

www.ShawneeLake.org 

Hewitt Boat Lifts & Docks
Sales & Service

Maintenance & Repair on  
ALL Hewitt Products

Call Dave Bennett 

(937) 675-3524
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